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Maria Theresa was also informed that Fleury had
intimated to the Bavarian Ambassador that French
troops would be sent to his assistance if he decided to
contest the Pragmatic Sanction by force.

Her anxiety about France gave Maria Theresa her
first great disillusionment, her first outstanding lesson
in political realism. No document could have been
clearer than the agreement signed by her father and
Louis XV. at the close of the war in 1735 concerning the
Pragmatic Sanction, but, as she was to learn less than
a year after his death, this treaty meant nothing, and
France made war on Austria.

" It being demonstrated/' the Pragmatic Sanction
Treaty between France and Austria had said, and it was
in the Vienna archives where she would re-read it at
any time she chose, " that public tranquillity cannot
long subsist, nor the balance of power in Europe be pre-
served in any other way than by the maintenance of
this order of succession. His Most Christian Majesty,
moved by the ardent desire of securing both public
peace and the balance of power, and also in consideration
of the conditions of peace to which His Imperial Majesty
has consented principally for that reason, binds himself
in the strongest manner to defend this order of succes-
sion, and in order that no future doubt may arise about
the effect of this pledge and guarantee, His Most Christian
Majesty consents to put into execution this same pledge,
commonly called a guarantee, whenever it may be
necessary, promising for himself, his heirs and successors,
in the most faithful and absolute manner to defend with
all his power, .and to maintain and preserve against any
persons whomsoever, so often as it shall be necessary,
this order of succession which His Imperial Majesty has
declared, in the form of a perpetual and individual trust,